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loth to pass in silence any wrong.' At the close Zeus tells him
that there is some truth in his censures, and that it is well to nip in
the bud wrongs that may spread. Momus is, therefore, the Spirit of
Censure : from whom to the Spirit of modern Criticism, Swift intends
us to infer that there is but one step, but that a considerable step
(p. 214, 1. 24).
214,  1. 6. menial servants to Jupiter; and 1. 14, called by mortal men
accidents or events.    Cf. Sir Kenelm Digby's Observations on Brown's
Religio Medici.     'All outward  circumstances, whose  highest link,
poets say prettily, is fastened 'to Jupiter's chair, and the lowest is
rivetted to every individual on earth.5
1. 26. Ignorance, her father and husband, &c.    Cf. p. 120, 1. 28
(note).
215,  1. 18. who give wisdom to infants.    Swift here forgets the cir-
cumstances, and gives the rein to his satire in its full force.    Had he
remembered these circumstances, he could hardly, even in derision,
have spoken thus of the position of Charles Boyle, who, scarcely
more than a schoolboy, had offered combat to Bentley.    Whatever
Bentley was, not even his bitterest enemy could have described him
as an * infant,' a * schoolboy,' or a * coffee-house wit.'
216,1. 6. Gresham and Covmt Garden.    The houses of the Royal
Society and of the coffee-house wits.
1. ii. virtuosos.    See p. 104,1. 2 (note).
217. I. 19. Galen.   Claudius Galenus, of Pergamum (A. D. 130-200),
-perhaps the greatest medical authority amongst the ancients.
1. 26. The blank is left probably because Swift neither felt
inclined nor qualified to discuss the relations between the different
medical authorities of recent times. He was not, indeed, so fitted
for the scientific discussion as the despised Wotton, whose treatment
of that part of the subject is full and careful, however inept. The
aga (see p. 210,1. 30) is Harvey: and the first blank must therefore
be supposed to cover the incidents of the fight from Paracelsus to
Harvey, and the second blank those from Harvey downwards.
218,1. 5. vortex. Cf. p. 165,1. 10 (note).
1. 6. This hiatus covers the opening of the fight between the
horsemen.
1. 13. Gondibert was an heroic poem, written by Sir William
Davenant in 1650. It is composed in rhymed quatrains, and upon
x the taste of our own day leaves no other impression than that of un-
paralleled dulness. But in the eyes of the author and his friends it
seemed an attempt of the first importance. Not only did it earn the
unstinted praise of Waller and Cowley, but it was ushered in by a
tedious and obscure preface, addressed to Hobbes, in which the